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Dr. Mette opened the meeting by emphasizing the purpose of ZAFT in calling

this meeting, which was the initiation of better working relations between ZAFT,
the Ministry of Heslih and the individusl cehters where research was being
carried out, ODr. Mette also stressed the importance of the Five-Year Economic
.Plan and the sections of it eppliesble to those assembled. 'The sections
indicated were those involving the investigation and combatting of tuberculosis,
tumerous afflictions, infant mortelity, and occupational and rheumstic
diseases,

Dr. Mette then made the point that he feared that the change in procedure ’
whereby research tasks would now go i the State Secretariat for Higher Educsa-
tlon {Staatsekretariat fuer Hochschulwesen) and to the Laender, could only
result in an unfortuvate loss of direct contact between the Miniatry of
Health and the resemrch centers.

Br. Burghardf, in replylng thet Dr. Mette's fears were unfounded, made clear
what the latter had meant. Research requests from universities, when of
interest 4o the Ministry of Health, had previocusly been channelled to ZAFT
through that Ministry directly. In the future, however, the universities would
bave to submit such research proposals to ZAFT through the State Secretariat
for Bigher Bducationy to which all DDR universities are subordinate.

Similerlyy ressarch institutes controlled by a Land govermment would now submit
their proposals to ZAFPT through the Land government snd not through the
Mindigtry of Bealth. ' - ] '

Dr. Burghurdi also pointed out that, although the organizational work in
relevant research weg 0 remain in the hands of the Zentralamt fuer Forschung
und Techuik, the scientific preparetion, responsibility, and coordinstionwas
to be admindstered by the Minletry of Health. In concluding, Dr. Burghardt
stregsed 1‘*,:{1@ importance of spnding forms and reports to ZAFT by the dates
specified, o

The meeting was then thrown open to genersl discusfion and the following
wain polnts emerged: -

&. Litermiure. Many of the research workers complaeined of the lack of
specialized 11terature 5 particularly western literature. It was
_pointed out that the procdurement of this literature was the special
tagk of the Ueubral Office for Scientific Iitersture (Zentralstelle
fuer wisseuschaftliche Literatur).2

T A ara_ﬁiggu Several workers complained of the difficulties caused by
lack of propsr apparatus. Prof. Schlomke, for example, spoke of the
poor production of X-Rey apperatus. Dr. Burghardt suggested that the
regearch workers prepare a writben report on these deficiencles, as
ZAPT was not in = position to met unless it hsd procf.3

¢. Working parties. In response to several suggestions, Dr. Mette proposed
the formation of twelve working parties (Arbeitskreise) for the investi-
gatlon end combaiting of rheumstic diseases, tuberculosis, tumerous
afflictiong, infant mortality, oceupational diséases, heart and eirculatory
dlgesses; dlebetes, virus diseases, blood diseases, and resesrch in
Yyglene, physidclogy, aud hesrt and circulatpry surgery.
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’—lCommen'ta :

1. Zentralamt fuer Forschung und Technilk (ZAFT). The remarks are interesting
in the light of a further, pubiighed, statement. A propasgands booklet
"nser Yolkswirtschaftsplan 1952 - Bepicht von der Volkskemmersitzung am
6 und 7 Februar 1952" (Our Economle Plan , 1952; Report- of the Volkekammer Meeting of
6 and 7 February 1952) states: )

“The plen for research and development includes, 1n 1952, 3,590 assign-
merts. . o o » This plan is dlvided into four parts:

&, Research work .
b Constructive development (konstruktive Entwicklungen),
¢. Development of processes.
3. Development of mechanizetion and conversion to automatie working.
ZAFT will directly gulde and oversee the research assigonments. Appropriate
gpecialist minigtries are, for the first time thig year, fully responsible
for the development essignments.” ’ :
5. Address: Berlin N7, Unter den Linden 8.
3, . Apparatus procurement is usually thought to be the duty of the Zentralstelle
fuer Forschungsbedarf {Central CPfice for Regearch Requirements) , Berlin NW 7,

Unter dern Linden 68.70. ‘This passage may well indicate a close relation
‘between ZAFT and this Zentralstelle. E
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